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Basics of copyright



Copyright is about control

Right to reproduce or copy

Right to distribute

Right to adapt or modify

Right to display or perform

Economic Rights

Right of paternity

Right of integrity

Moral Rights
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Literary works Artistic works Not protected

• Ideas

• Opinions 

• Facts

• Natural 
phenomena

• And a lot
more…

What’s protected?

Images: Flaticon.com
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Flaticon.com


Copyright basics

• The Threshold of Originality

• Copyright lasts for 70 years after the death of the originator

• What if a work has two or more originators?
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»Copyright transfer«

Hand on left created by Maxim Kulikov from Noun Project. Hand on right created by Pedro Santos from the Noun Project
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https://thenounproject.com/search/?q=hands&i=2104925
https://thenounproject.com/search/?q=hands&i=952340
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GRANT OF RIGHTS. 
The Author hereby grants to the Publisher (a) a worldwide, exclusive licence to publish, 
reproduce, display, perform, sell and distribute any and all editions of the Work, in whole or in 
part, in all languages, in print, electronic or any other form and in any media now known or 
hereafter devised, throughout the World, for the full term of copyright available to the Work; 
and (b) the right to grant to third parties anywhere throughout the World the right to exercise 
any and all such aforementioned rights in and to the Work (the “Subsidiary Rights”). The 
Author agrees to waive any and all so-called “moral rights” that Author may enjoy now or in 
the future in any jurisdiction or territory throughout the world in relation to the Work. 

Economic Rights Gibberish...



Copyright Transfer Agreement (CTA)

Submission Peer review Editation
Accepted by 

publisher
Article in 

preparation
Typesetting Published

300 million DKK annually*

*Source: https://sciencereport.dk/samfund/danmark-bruger-300-
mio-kr-om-aaret-paa-forskningstidsskrifter/

Preprint Postprint / AAM Version of Record
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Copyright Transfer Agreement (CTA)

“It is like breeding and milking a cow, 

giving the milk to the dairy free of 

charge and then buying it back when it 

has been poured into the carton.”*

- Bertil Dorch (Library director, SDU)

*Source: https://sciencereport.dk/samfund/danmark-bruger-300-
mio-kr-om-aaret-paa-forskningstidsskrifter/
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Toll access article

Leth, R., Ercig, B., Olsen, L., & Jørgensen, F. S. (2019). Both Reactivity and Accessibility Are Important in Cytochrome P450 Metabolism: A Combined DFT and MD Study of Fenamic Acids in BM3 
Mutants. Journal of Chemical Information and Modeling, 59(2), 743–753. https://doi.org/10.1021/acs.jcim.8b00750
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https://doi.org/10.1021/acs.jcim.8b00750


Toll access article

Rix, R. W. (2020). The Poetics of Penal Transportation: Robert 
Southey’s Botany-Bay Eclogues. Eighteenth-Century Studies, 
53(3), 429–446. https://doi.org/10.1353/ecs.2020.0040

Lebret, A. (2020). COVID-19 pandemic and derogation to human 
rights. Journal of Law and the Biosciences, 7(1), lsaa015. 
https://doi.org/10.1093/jlb/lsaa015

Open Access article
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https://doi.org/10.1353/ecs.2020.0040
https://doi.org/10.1093/jlb/lsaa015


Directory of Open Access Journals

The DOAJ website’s content is licensed under CC BY-SA 4.0
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https://doaj.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/


Open Access = retainment of copyright?

The DOAJ website’s content is licensed under CC BY-SA 4.0
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Lebret, A. (2020). COVID-19 pandemic and derogation to human 
rights. Journal of Law and the Biosciences, 7(1), lsaa015. 
https://doi.org/10.1093/jlb/lsaa015

The DOAJ website’s content is licensed under CC BY-SA 4.0

https://doaj.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://doi.org/10.1093/jlb/lsaa015
https://doaj.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/


What can transfer of copyright entail?

...copy the article for use in teaching and research

...include the article in future publications, e.g. PhD thesis 

...make derivative works based on the article

...display or make presentations of the work

...make the work available on ResearchGate, repository or CURIS

...make your research openly available

It can affect rights to...

Copyright transfer
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The Paywall - The Business of Scholarship movie poster is licensed under CC BY-SA 4.0

Watch movie!
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Paywall_documentary_poster.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://paywallthemovie.com/


OPEN LICENSING: 
CREATIVE COMMONS

Claus Rosenkrantz Hansen
Senior Advisor, CBS Library



The traditional cycle

2



The open cycle
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Open Licenses

4

“Open Licenses are a set of conditions applied to an original work that grant permission for 
anyone to make use of that work as long as they follow the conditions of the license.”
(https://www.yearofopen.org/what-are-open-licenses/) 

https://www.yearofopen.org/what-are-open-licenses/


Creative Commons – how do I apply a license to my article? 
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What is Creative Commons?

“Creative Commons is a nonprofit organization that helps 
overcome legal obstacles to the sharing of knowledge and 
creativity to address the world’s pressing challenges.”

6

“Creative Commons licenses give everyone […] a 
standardized way to grant the public permission to use 
their creative work under copyright law.” 

“From the reuser’s perspective, the presence of a Creative 
Commons license on a copyrighted work answers the 
question, “What can I do with this work?” ”

The Creative Commons website’s content is licensed under CC BY 4.0

https://creativecommons.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/


You know Creative Commons from …. 

7Dj Jdee by Tonymadrid Photography is used under a CC BY NC ND 2.0

Ice-cream! by agawia is used under a CC BY NC ND 2.0

The Brain that Wouldn’t Die Movie Poster by theglobalpanorama
is used under a CC BY NC ND 2.0

https://wordpress.org/openverse/image/0a9a894d-892e-4f6b-9178-520146805f83
https://www.flickr.com/photos/8304428@N04
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/sanofi-pasteur/13716394755/in/photolist-mU57hK-aBkKcu-HtjAPZ-FkFTSQ-6272zh-efGRGv-GKwz9h-dropSD-4vd4be-4vh8Ww-HqjzkL-dropyX-dropWX-4vh9uj-HqjBRN-bqwyzt-droAcS-fKmgSg-vzUays-7Gr3ys-Hqjmhb-GxP8Vx-ihBp8A-EqgSG7-784Hnh-d6ccC-GxFX2y-gNoCS-EqBVAx-HtjCxt-8QP7v8-2ht2VuR-GxFTe3-yNfX1-3GbCVd-HtjLGK-yNfMi-2hYX6h7-8URkPN-yN9NM-dqyWFN-HqjA4u-bqwqsK-8QASGC-xQWWp-HjKCyw-FBrp-922eAq-wqPEX-EfyWsL
https://www.flickr.com/photos/agawia/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
https://wordpress.org/openverse/image/9b5fbb05-7ae0-4de0-ae81-2247877864c4
https://www.flickr.com/photos/121483302@N02
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0


… and research papers, data sets etc. (not 
software – different type of license
recommended)!

8Laboratory by Vaccines at Sanofi is used under a CC BY NC ND 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/sanofi-pasteur/13716394755/in/photolist-mU57hK-aBkKcu-HtjAPZ-FkFTSQ-6272zh-efGRGv-GKwz9h-dropSD-4vd4be-4vh8Ww-HqjzkL-dropyX-dropWX-4vh9uj-HqjBRN-bqwyzt-droAcS-fKmgSg-vzUays-7Gr3ys-Hqjmhb-GxP8Vx-ihBp8A-EqgSG7-784Hnh-d6ccC-GxFX2y-gNoCS-EqBVAx-HtjCxt-8QP7v8-2ht2VuR-GxFTe3-yNfX1-3GbCVd-HtjLGK-yNfMi-2hYX6h7-8URkPN-yN9NM-dqyWFN-HqjA4u-bqwqsK-8QASGC-xQWWp-HjKCyw-FBrp-922eAq-wqPEX-EfyWsL
https://www.flickr.com/photos/sanofi-pasteur/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0


From ‘All Rights Reserved’ to ‘Some Rights Reserved’

• If CC licensed, the copyright holder still holds copyright to the work 

• CC licencing is binding and cannot be revoked by licensor

• Only copyrightable works can be CC licensed

• Only the copyright holder(s) can apply a CC license

• CC licenses are not recommended for licensing software

9



Why apply CC licenses when publishing?

• To make research free available for others

• To reduce uncertainties and explicate terms of use

• They are international standard licenses

• They are machine readable

• To enhance scientific collaboration

• To promote verification of research

• Because it’s required by funders, publishers or institutions



Four license elements | Six licenses

 Most open

License overview available here: https://wiki.creativecommons.org/images/6/6d/6licenses-flat.pdf

https://wiki.creativecommons.org/images/6/6d/6licenses-flat.pdf


“No Rights Reserved” – CC0

https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/public-domain/cc0/

https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/public-domain/cc0/


"Examples of Creative Commons Licence Use" by Creative Commons is licensed under CC BY 4.0 / A derivative from the original work

From ‘MOST OPEN’ to ‘LEAST OPEN’

http://creativecommons.org/examples
http://creativecommons.org/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/examples


Page 14

License Chooser

https://creativecommons.org/choose/?lang=en or 
https://chooser-beta.creativecommons.org/

The Creative Commons website’s content is licensed under CC BY 4.0

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/choose/?lang=en
https://chooser-beta.creativecommons.org/
https://creativecommons.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/


Best Practice for Attributing Creative Commons Works

Use the TASL approach when you attribute 
a CC licensed work:

 T = Title;  A = Author; S = Source; L = License

15



Use of CC licenses in scientific publications

16



CC license in a journal article

Rifkin, R. F., Vikram, S., Ramond, J.-B., Rey-Iglesia, A., Brand, T. B., Porraz, G., Val, A., Hall, G., Woodborne, S., Le Bailly, M., Potgieter, M., Underdown, S. J., Koopman, J. E., Cowan, D. 
A., Van de Peer, Y., Willerslev, E., & Hansen, A. J. (2020). Multi-proxy analyses of a mid-15th century Middle Iron Age Bantu-speaker palaeo-faecal specimen elucidates the 
configuration of the ‘ancestral’ sub-Saharan African intestinal microbiome. Microbiome, 8(1), 62. https://doi.org/10.1186/s40168-020-00832-x

https://doi.org/10.1186/s40168-020-00832-x


Publisher agreements and CC licenses
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Elsevier

Wiley



Publisher agreements and CC licenses
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Elsevier Wiley



“You must choose. But choose wisely”
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Funder requirements and CC licenses
– e.g. Horizon Europe

Publications

Data

21
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/agr-contr/general-mga_horizon-euratom_en.pdf#page=108

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/agr-contr/general-mga_horizon-euratom_en.pdf#page=108


Look up journals in Sherpa Romeo

Open up your academic publishing toolbox

Open licensing: Creative Commons

The Sherpa Romeo website’s content is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 4.0

https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/


… or DOAJ

DOAJ is the Directory of Open Access Journals: https://doaj.org/

 DOAJ indexes Gold Open Access journals (all content is Open Access)

 Info on publication charges, copyright and licensing

23

https://doaj.org/


24The Directory of Open Access Journals’ content  is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International (CC BY-SA 4.0) license. 

https://doaj.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/


Lincenses used by gold and hybrid OA journals

Licenses used by gold and hybrid OA journals in DOAJ by Thomas Shafee is used under a CC BY 4.0

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open_access#/media/File:DOAJ_licenses.png
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Evolution_and_evolvability
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0


Relevant Links

 Creative Commons: https://creativecommons.org/

 CC Search (image database): 
https://ccsearch.creativecommons.org/

 ‘How to License Research Data’ – available here

 SHERPA/RoMEO: http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/index.php

 Directory of Open Access Journals: https://doaj.org/

Open up your academic publishing toolbox

https://creativecommons.org/
https://ccsearch.creativecommons.org/
https://www.dcc.ac.uk/sites/default/files/documents/publications/reports/guides/How_To_License_Research_Data.pdf
http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/index.php
https://doaj.org/

